Being and Living in a Time of Crisis

Sandingtall against problem of deforestation in Tipperary

[rish Independent 10th August 2010

Unlike fiction spun into fact, Fogarty's farmis the real woodland deal. Matt Fogarty's tree farm has become one
of the finest examples of what woodland owners can create to redress the damage that deforestation has caused.

Photo: Matt is the brother of Virgil Fogarty (US Region)

Good stories can, astime passes, take on alife of their own
wherethemarginsof factua truth becomeblurred. Fictionthen
becomeslegend andisoften finally accepted ashistorical fact.
All the best stories of our childhood that spoke of the ancient
warriors and the fairy people of Ireland evolved over many
thousandsof yearsand, by becomingintermingled with historical
reality, great legendsemerged that continually entertained and
inspired us.

Oneof thefinest examplesof apieceof fiction becoming accepted
ashistorical fact was Jean Giono’swonderful book, The Man
Who Planted Trees. Writtenin 1953, it told thetale of aFrench
shepherd, Elzéard Bouffier, who each year gathered acornsand
beech mast and, by poking holesin the ground with his staff,
sowed them ashewent about hisdaily travel sacrossthehillsdes
andvalleysnear Provence.

Astheyearspassed, formerly barren landscapes becameleafy
and oncethetreesbeganto grow they wereva ued and accepted
asnaturally occurring woodland. Water returned to theregion
and streamsregppeared asthe copsesand woods grew, restoring
the balance of nature and bringing life back to the countryside.

Bouffier thentook on aposthumousexistence asremarkable as
hisimaginary red life. Wherever thestory waspublished, inplaces
asfar apart as New Zealand, Europe and the United States,

peoplebdievedinit. Thiswaslong beforeit became
fashionable to plant trees and redress the
environmental damagethat deforestation has caused
throughout theworld.

| wasreminded of thisfamous story when visiting
Matt Fogarty’streefarm and nursery in Tipperary.
Woods and copsesare growing there, when before
there was open land. Splendid specimens of
redwoods and fir stand tall and proud among a
multitude of broadleaf species. During arecent open
day, Matt took us on atour through histrees and
surprised uswith yet morewonderful and previoudy
unseen exotic speciesamong the acres of natives.

He has just planted a further seven acres of oak
and, despite having reached avenerable age, has
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many further additions planned. Matt’sknowledge and love of treesislegendary and | have sourced many of my own
favourite specimensat hisnursery in Balinderry.

Theway it all beganisonapar with anything in Giono’sbook as Matt rel ated how, many yearsago, he approached his
bank manager for money to plant sometrees. Thiswas before the current aff orestation schemes had emerged and, as
much of Matt’s planned woodland would not havetied in with Forest Servicethinking and wasway ahead of itstime,
grantswould probably not have been forthcoming.

Nowadays, we are encouraged to establish mixed woodland with many diverse species, but upto 30 yearsagothesingle-
speciesplantation wasthe order of the day. However, Matt was not to be put off and despite hisbank manager’ srefusal
tofund tree planting, he managed to get aloan to buy cattleand grow somebarley. With thefinancein place, hethen bought
treesanyway - andtherest ishistory. Fogarty’streefarm and nursery grew infameand many farms, gardens, golf courses
and hotel groundsfound the right specimensand theinspiration of how and whereto plant them by consulting with Matt
and making useof hisservices.

Hewasoneof thefirst to campaign for anincreasein the planting of broadleaf speciesand constantly complained about the
lack of *teenage’ oak, ash, beech and other valuable hardwoodsin our Irish woodlands. The planting of broadleaves had,
toalarge degree, ceased in Ireland and most of our deciduouswoodland had been felled. Thosethat remained were
mostly at thefringesof old estates or stood as parkland trees, many morethan two centuriesold. Growing broadleavesin
numbersdid not really resumeto any worthwhile extent until themid-1990s.

Walnut isoneof Matt'sfavouritesand | was astonished at how well somehad growninthe 10 yearssincemy last visit to
hisnursery. | remember returning homeat that timewith theback of my car filled with walnut saplings, some unusual oak,
afew sequoias, and even adawn redwood, which hasgrowninto atall and graceful specimen. Surely proof that itisnever
toolateinlifetoplant trees.

The Man Who Planted Trees by Jean Giono is published by the Harvill press, London.
Matt Fogarty can befound among histreesat Fogarty’s Tree Farm and Nursery, Ballinderry, Nenagh, Co Tipperary.

Joe Barry, Irish Independent
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=« Planting one of Matt's trees in the
. grounds of Teach Bhride Tullow,
July, 2007

Sanding: Bridin Clancy, Pat Guinan (Maria Guinan’s sister), Matt Fogarty, Maree Mar sh, Elizabeth McDonald,
Thomasina Murphy, Maureen Keady, Mary Dalton, Paula Conway, Carmel M cEvoy.

Sitting: Bernadette Fogarty, Virgil Fogarty and Cyprian Wilson.
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