STRENGTH AND KI NDNESS
Brigidine Asylum Seekers F
54 Beaconsfield Pde, Al
Ph: 96962107, bart hur @l
Website: www.BASP. org. al
| was a stranger angdlhe&uPrmmidect aims to:
me wel come * provide hospitality and practiclal
* actively nemiwodd&d windi Viidkeal s alnd
working for justice for asyl um|seece
Newsl etter 106 |«Jugr&méOe2 Zadvocacy for the rights| of
* rai se awareness of asylum seeker |
activities
How hopef ul do we feel after the election?
Possibly cautiously optimistic is the answ
We certainly hope for an inclusive and corm nat
have argued for many years that the cruel oo .. bBs
Australia must change.
This week we wrote to the incoming Prime Ministe A
ONei | | and the new Minister for | mmi grati on, Andf ew
promi ses. This does not mean that we agree with| al
advocate for more changes.
We are confident that the 19,000 who have temporpary
(SHEVs) will be granted Per madmaitnNyshescaudadishi$ o
reuni on. It will certainly give a feeling of acfep
measures will take pl ace.
And then wait and see: From our p aicrotmeo fd aMriedatwh entedtoB, A
people who are affected by years of delay whil e he
considered is vital We are not sure where the Lab
Establiahie@eg process, including a specific timelilne
Tri bsoathad @eplpleati ons for protection can be hgar
news.
Labor has reiterated sshport dedorenboadain.tuPnlagelas i gad
those who wpebopt e Bdeodng ghtaevres an i ncentive to put alsyl
perilous journey. However, we believe we should]tr
are fleeing from. How would we react i f we saw, | fo
Ukr aine?
There are over 100 million people in our world d] sp
Al | refugees, be they from Asi a, Afri caNe aadchtt RAal|sMir
be at the forefront of offering this to as many gs
[ Some salient points from the Labor Party platfofm
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We want the ALP to change their current poli ¢y
1 mandatory detenti on, including children
1 turning back boats
1 ofsfhore detention
The foll owing are some ofdwehenepeodi nttos hionl dt hteh eAr R
t hese. 5 —_ Vi st
1 Abolish TPVs and SHEVSY gr?gl trrallr?msei t_||onnI Seleirgfible
Congratul ations again on ylpur
refugees onto permanernt . visa arr-r geime t7s_.
) ) vllctorél. e 0.0 forward o]
1 Give people seeking agybym access to . funded
. . . aa/e ou Il ned in your recelpt
mi gration assistance, an otrcl’tap%rfOpIrh'eatAeusstorcallailan 0o
services, including in oﬂne CIyiSiS housi ng,
Fuear‘tened by r?/our pEromls D f
healthcar e, ment al hedl t h, edl%C?tIO alnld ngl.i sh|]as
respgct.u of a , that wi I
a Second Language suppgorft ur j ngijﬂt‘he~ as.sessmen
. ; fand notiwad @mméao sbappr oac t| o
of their claim for prg ecﬁl_on.
. Par |amentarny debate and ppbl
1 Reintroduce the approdg |atte refere cbels to the .
. . Australian p.u i c has. showh i
Refugee Convention intfo the Mi %ratlor\ Act 1958.. A
Reinstate the Refugee \I,?veaipovcl%ribpuenoapl ea[ndocacbuor ri(BsnIn'eS
T E ey K P gd Ip%Y_i?lcaI advantage. We h'sa d
t he -Thaasct rocess an t"H™e géc&él'rioeﬂieoanse of news of]|la |
Assessment Authority. . i
) asylum seekers entering Austr
1 Streamline the processkg%eqfalpreqe ctt||oonn cITah| msbacx | a
enhance the quality ijgﬁ?in%\ilc?%t@ Ks'hno%\/edtoa Ps L5Vil e o
more efficient pathwayguf(:%raprwoar{)pt resolution of
Vi sa status and0|tmon|fglrli$\é|§,)intu%1 tsheeekceorusrtasnd Refugees h
catead burden. . .
type of treat ment |n Parl ilgame
1 Ensure asylum seekers W?H%s%?%%%s miosuanpdper ptra'nadtien; b
independent , governmertanfdu(llcéjc,?q,'elreagD Illatcklv'cf ‘this |bpe
1 Strive to ensure that W%ﬂqa%%raXt%%lehrbticonmnﬁ)ents ilhdi
unaut horised arrival s b%vfe(?rnmr?e%tl%qqqr nOhIandISCI‘dIIMI
1 Detention that is indegip@icti%u%r gqtorhenrd"%' Sof  aPd it r ®&thet
not acceptable and thggshegpngtch b%rb(kgcrcb'h%idtioornst wdi rll r e
detention, including t{RBegvaAPRMEMTT ad aeynepsrsonpoteboatm o §
accommodati on and t he %ﬁ%‘('r%??amr vofde[dhem(/l luebet) o
subject to regular revyheWy, r |nternational Treat 0
1 I ncreasd@ Awmsnuall ihhuman|igjeaarfjafe iMdfkeygd O recent |
27,000 per year and warmhearted democracy.
e |
We believe there should be majo gov
structures affecting asylum see
One of these changes is the nee of
Af f akmesm our point of view the nal
and i mmigrati on hlarsmibgereant idoins ahsats Ble biea thatQedble, for
policy connection with |l aw enfo a fod: A o a |
should never have been combined it
we want them to fully participate
in Australian society, and they
. . houl have the capacity to
Refugee status is a | egal i ssue ult Aubra@h citizds. @ /P
Gene(’\B' adepartment - Anthony Albanese
2
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Brigidine Asylum Seekers Project

| was a stranger and you made me welcome...

BASPi scussion i38g4i drul 3y 2
2 p m3. PON
Wednesday,
At 54 Beaconsfield Pde /

How hopef ul can peop||e

Speaker: Josh ByYr
Joshaber' s MEembber alf or M a

We wi | | al so have a cqat
acti viti es.

Anot her cal endar I t em: a fundrai ser

Second Trivia Night for 2022 wil
$30 per person.

Contact : Colette 9598 7329 or col fo

OQur |l ast trivia night raised over $

3

Donations to the Brigidine Asyllum Seekers Proje




Peter Dutton and tlse Ipergeavciyous government
We believe there are many areas where the previlous
towards people seeking asyl um i nfiotwhaitse rc onuamtdtrayras |t dre
security as reasons not to be open with the Ausijral
d to stop peaplea dvhawnithmg sat po@ea people need (e
c
S

Kin

escaped persecution in whatever country and then g«
i ntercepting mall wunseaworthy boats.

It is now becoming clear (mainly {0 it
very big failure on the part of t A ver |
where people have come by plane f il ol I i K
Thailand, Vietnam and Fiji on vis Text Message t h
Many come with the poogasiesed wypr o I ms
and agents who arranged to bring BREAKING: Australian Border |e r
wel | ovbeut 9t5ey are here for 2 or [ Forcehasinterceptedanilegal | |

. . boat trying to reach Australia.

open to exploitation by unscrupul Keep our borders secure by e mj
they add to the backlog of <cases voting Liberal today. https:// i ma
Department of Homk A&faitbeeri &heu| voteliberal.org.au up
wor kers or employers, or have instructed The Ag|ric
blind eye. Tax payers pay tens of millions of |[dol |

The Previous government ihtahde 2e cpol naonnkys atnoilt dnieant @ cotnhgel mes!
heading ffamddsseaGhiema and the Pacific became their

The boat that was conveniently intercepted on tlhe
Over the past 20 years, successive Australian glovel
' imit the number of asylum seekers arriving in [Ausi
it urnblhe&tss carrying irregqgular arrivals are prevlent
pl ace of departure by Aust rcarleidainttebdf §i ghaf scamhlfg a;
of boat arrivalscritobobemddrsiot berieanwjdeliyds. (I S
people have been returned to their home country| af
certainloy ohyndarceedss such as Sri Lanka and I ndia.
What did most people think when the news that a| bo:
Border Force near Christmas Island on election |[day"
Coalition to keep borders safe? Or indeed, a |I]itt]
the new government .
We recognize the huge complexities that surrounjd t|
However, we hope for a change of rhetoric from [the
Marl es (the acting Prime Mihistgovatnmaet ti emai g6 i
Soverei gandBotraetrtse proto&et don noft bievesvaet thead. hps ¢
|l ives at sea. It is all about the political cojns e
is there is no other way for people from many <clount
I't has been alleged that Australian government |of f
I ndonesi a.

.
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http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/both-sides-claim-credit-for-slowing-boat-arrivals-20131020-2vvfp
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2015/nov/10/un-countries-line-up-to-criticise-australias-human-rights-record

We weep for the persecuted minorities in Afghani] st
BASP has met many Afghan people over the years J[and
goodness. The Hasaras in particular have suffelred
guestion what can Australia do to bring some julsti
situation.
On a very cold night on 24th Apr.i qual
Af ghan people gathered to grieve c hal
murder of 100 school girls in Kal ndl
suffering of the people present Bri
few words and she acknowl edged i now
comfort . I't seemed ironic that ani
young Hasara women.
A few weeks earlier, an Hasara man had sobbed ol|ver
Australia. They were trapped in Kabul with Iitjtle
was | ooking for them because their husband/ fatlher
hard conditions, his only hope being to get his| fal
The withdrawal of US troops from Afeqahhamwiagst am Ard{gha
end. However, the nature of the exit and the sulddei
of Afghan civilians, particularly women and gir] s,
during the war.
What has Australia done to help those caught i n| Af
With the return of theadsiqiimtbaadhy | i héi Agsmoaki ahajmi Ui
airport before ceasing its evacuation mission. ([Thi
with Australian visas, as well as people airliffted
The Australiamrcognonvteot mpdemma i éehretnl y resettle 3,000 Af g
is reserved within, and not in addi&iluwumamit armiepn 3y
the same time, the Australian government warned| Af (
not to come to Australia by bl ' SN ot |
What have other countries don§
The UK committed to resettl e gee
40, 000. After a significant om |
public, including a petition , 00
| eaders and | awyer s, t he Gove hat
refugees would be accepted oVE ear
Naser Moradi is one of|]] the
i h e b r I tmmi roa glfi n
There W.ere.51 Af ghan men Stf'Laiein'yeéq@rﬂ'd@ﬁoanta{né’g‘t‘ﬂ.bg e
Australia in February of thi sMyiewatr {e0 mespdft afih.hnsgle | & x:
i . fim 4t th afl n.$) d It B offé
and we know him well): approxﬁa{'rha”tthgetl%uiéﬁﬂdstl)? S@ﬁar%didﬂsmg
for resettl ement and 4000 Afg{mairuse_wldtof@tJrR%/Sikaend.nSalhl
of these arrived between 2011E'a°n‘3d“'2%1tﬁ‘z."'rW%Wé[!llad”
. rom above nd beyond.
al |l of these permanent residelnce 1 n Australia NOW.
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https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2021/aug/27/australian-soldiers-ended-afghanistan-evacuation-mission-before-kabul-attacks
https://minister.homeaffairs.gov.au/AlexHawke/Pages/3000-humanitarian-places-for-afghanistan.aspx

Housing marat hon.

3 groups of men were released from hdtvede kdse.t eThhtifi so nw

sought and wel come action for these men, who hald s
years in hotel detention in Melbourne and Brisblane.
a hotel o6 weoeled WwWhirl 8 | onger term housing was our

housing for 36 men over this short space of ti mle. I
of many.

Whil e detained, many individuals ¢
support. Some of these were hel pfu
whi ch BASP pays for until the men
BASP | eased 14 new places as well
Just as they were released, BASP received a call fo
no rent for 6 months. She had just renovated it| an:
than put it on the private rental mar ket . This |was
much reduced rent.
A developer made a unit available as he had acquir
a year. Baptcare had a 3 bedroom house in Nobl el Pal
area. We had 3 who were keen to be there. Such |[goo
I n seeking private rentals, we have wonderful slupp:
Leggo Glenroy, so we were able to |l ease some frjom
all the variedspecids!| loy the member seeking to || ve
approved by others until all were housed. Many |t hal
The furnishing of so many houses at once al so p|res:¢
and delivering these to each | ocation was a big| uni
additional assistance from Noell e, Marg Fyfe, Hla n a ,
fiWe can daoevergttimadg and others along the way.
This process was demanding on those of wus involjed
said they wanted to be alone or with only one ojt he
own in a strange city cannot be overstated. Facl|li ng
to familiarise themselves with their new | ocatilon
anticipated emancipation.
Once housand ®@tAIBSePr s will continue to support these
already assisted with gym membership for one whfo s
have already done their White Card Certificate |[in
for forklift training. Some wil/ |l ook for work |sool
physically and mentally.
We | inked one of the men with a couple who are |BASI
around the city. The feedbac-BRAfftream |tuhnec hv oMeu nctaeuegrh tw-
wal ked along Southbank, had a coffee. He wPa_I_so bl |own
6
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t his

the smile off his face. He has a good sense of |humi
number for that day -wwéle 18" wobusemwdendagsdioesns|tig
working on a program of getting him walkibng in |t he
The future of this group is stildl uncertain. Thley |
what next? Some are hoping to be part of the US| or
Australi a. We wai t | with them, to see what the |fut:
I n the meanti me, we thank all who have assisted| in

ongoing support oTvheirs ciomdlnwderso nathrs .supporters who d

assistance given to a very vulnerable groulp.

=" Hana Hussein was appointed in April as| a
funded by the Sisters of St John of Gol|d.
huge housing demand BASP was facing. Han
had also volunteered at Young Vinnies. E
settled in remaik abbellyi ewiel bsehaem dhhagsere cfaor e v e
l ot more of Mel bourne than she used t ol

M1 n Hanas words:
dlove recently start@edrwal kiyngnatoyBASP myghd il

I was excited to get this role as | walnte
here along with their journey and assist in any| wa\)
't was a busy first few weeks on the job as theyfype v
able to take a few of them to see their new plafges
them and began building a good rapport with them.
I't has been rewarding seeing how happy they aref|to
and spending time with them and |listening to their
great to hear their optimism about the future apd t
Itm | ooki ng forward to |l earning and growing in this
possible start to a new | ife here.

The significance of the return of the Muragappan f a
Australians rejoiced in the return of the family to
pressure on authorities to make it happen. The sig
has showed that amnesty is possible for all Bridgin
was no barrier to the family | iving permanently in
thousands of others (about 10000) in the same predi
The question remains: Why did Pe t hi
home, send them to Christmas | sl t ho
are al/l indeed victims of a fl a yst e
despair, people have beén deport Il ee
May this high profile case conti: h uma
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This from a generous pefsor
around Victoria.

Hell o there wonder f ul peopl
into your BASP fund. We| at:t
and sold home made goodp ar
al so shared your newsl efter

After Brigid spoke Ptad ma Sgaitihaef, i rlc
Aprrwé have decided to haWRe€?2&® gat h
Gathering for Jm28pmceafo€CoRathlleec
Sqguare Retameéapl anning to havile s
come and share their stories pf L
together raise awareness of the i
by gathering publicly on this|day

ThiTeursdafMai ¢fip3nl at t he Col ac hlea kcea nBld wilaitregs Gloulb ,t h

wi || be answering questions from our community fjand
question regarding the treatment of refugees in| out
emai |

't havwserbye ettromcheaergso many people in our communitly,

treated with dignity and respect in our nation.| We
are stildl in the mids+tofoft etnpedirrarowrn i psearss, 0 maolt shtefri lngye

t hemit el acdcares

The difficulty of getting any information or an|yth

Mi chael, one of our volunteers)
The Al i mmi card fiasco conmemoése F'om mepi battlal s
date and to ask if any -ortdwenrd viond usnd reea sf rham et thea|dDpg t

did they find a solution ?

Al i needs his I mmi Card renewed to enrol in a TAFE
l odged on 11/02/ 2022 and ackn&6l@488d&d . ( Mheean i a |dé fd
telephoned the dpt on 30/03/2022 and was told it t

received by then, to ring again.

It stild]l hasn't arrived, so he rang again today| (T
its response as overdue unti l 3 months has passled.
bl essed with a first name (presumably) Jade, bu|t n
the state of play of the application until the (3 m
which he will do.

| "' ve ats kpar &mtis whet her they had read Kafka's The
promoted in Afghan, Il ranian, or Hazar. circles |app
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