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Indigenous Peoples are guardians of ancient knowledge, defenders of cultural heritage, 
stewards of biodiversity, and essential to our shared future. 

This year’s theme focuses on the risks and rewards of Artificial Intelligence for Indigenous 
Peoples. 

AI can help preserve endangered languages and oral histories, map ancestral lands, and 
amplify Indigenous wisdom to fight climate change. 

But without the meaningful participation of Indigenous Peoples, these same technologies 
risk perpetuating old patterns of exclusion, misrepresenting cultures, and violating 
fundamental rights. 

We must ensure AI is developed and governed in ways that are inclusive, ethical, and just.  

That means removing barriers to new technologies for Indigenous Peoples, protecting their 
data sovereignty and intellectual property rights, and supporting their meaningful inclusion 
in the application of AI. 

On this important day, let’s build a future where technology supports cultural preservation 
and Indigenous knowledge, protects rights and advances dignity – for today and 
generations to come. 

 

Did you know? 

 In Polynesia, Indigenous-led reef conservation projects are using AI to 
monitor coral health. 

 In Inuit territories, AI models are being co-developed with Indigenous 
wisdom to help communities adapt to climate change. 

 In New Zealand, they are using an AI natural language processing tool to 
help revitalize the Māori language. 
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