MelbourneProtest Callsfor End to Mandatory Detention

Five hundred peoplejoined aprotest to end mandatory detention
inMe bourneon Sunday 7th November and marched through the
city streetsdemanding justicefor refugees. Theevent wasorganised
by the Refugee Advocacy Network, acoalition of groupsformed
earlier thisyear. Over 35 community organisations backed the
raly.

Protesters heard from a range of speakers, including
il parliamentarians, acclaimed Afghan women'srightsactivist and

4 opponent of the US/INATO occupation Malalai Joya; Gilios, a
i West Papuan refugee, representativesfrom the Textile Clothing
and Footwear Union and Sister Brigid Arthur fromthe Brigidine
Asylum Seekers Project.

Sister Brigid Arthur (right) described her viststo young Hazarasin thelittle-
known Mel bournelmmigration Transit Accommodation centreand familiesin
the Maribyrnong Detention Centre.

Thedemand of therdly was* End mandatory detention”. Itisthispolicy thatis
at the heart of the problemwithAustralia’s
asylum seeker system. Half measures and
tinkering with theregimesimply will not do.
Therearecurrently almost 5,000 peoplein
detention centres, placesthat 2010Audrdian
of the Year, mental health advocate Pat
McGorry, describesas*factoriesfor producing mental illness’. They arelocked up for
nothing other than seeking abetter life.

It wasimportant that so many organi sations backed the demonstration: thiswasaclear
and broad clear rejection of federal Labor’sclaimsto bemoving forward and striking a
good balance on asylum seeker policy.

CatherineKelly with aplacard of stark figures

Right: March through city streets-
JudeCaldwell and Brigid Arthur

‘What would you do in their shoes? .

Thiswasthe question put by studentsfrom KilbredaCollege, ' et
Mentone. They mimedthearriva of aboatload of asylumsaskers §
followed by their reception, processing and eventud fate. The §
action attracted agood dedl of attentionfrom themidday crowds,
not to mention at least three TV crews...

‘Enlarge the site of your tent...” in the shelter of the oak
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