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I ntroduction

| wasinvited to sharethe Brigidine Story “FromtheAcornto the Oak” withthe Brigidine
Sigtersinthelrish-UK Provincein July 2006, in preparation for the Brigidine Bicentenary
in 2007. Thiswasthe beginning of “aworldtour” withthestory. I’ ve been privileged to
shareit with the Sisters and Associates in the US Region, and the Sisters and their co-
workersin theVictorian and New South\Wales ProvincesinAustralia. A shorter version
of the story has been shared in parishes in Tullow, Mountrath, Abbeyleix, Paulstown,
Kildare, Bdlyboden, Finglas, Denbigh and Sough. Thestory wasdightly adapted toinclude
alittlelocal history in each location. The story hasbeen shared with teachersand students
in Denbigh, Wales, inIndooroopilly, Queendand; in St Ives, NSW; inKillester and Mentone,
Victoria

A great number of people around the world have been drawn into the Brigidine Story over
the past two hundred years. Sharing the story during the bicentenary year was a very
meaningful and enriching experience.

Rita Minehan csb Finglas, Dublin 2009
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Cdebrating the Brigidine Story

Chapter 1.  Preparing the Soil
The story goesthat .....

Daniel Delany wasthe elder of two sons born to Daniel and
Elizabeth Delany (neeFitzpatrick) inthetownland of Paddock,
in the County of Laois, in the Diocese of Ossory, in the year
1747.

The Delany and Fitzpatrick familieswerewedlthy farmers, unlikethemgority of Catholic
families of thetime. They weretenantson the Castlecoote Estate.

The Delany family experienced
hugelossand turmoail initsearly
years. Mr Delany died whenthe
two boys were very young, and
tragedy wasto strikeagain when
John, the second son, died. That
must have had adevastating and
traumatic effect on little Daniel
and hismother.

Remainsof Daniel Delany’shomein Paddock, County L aois

Lifearound them wasin turmoil too. The Penal Lawswerein full force. Catholicswere
denied human and religiousfreedom. Catholic schoolswere outlawed. Severe penalties
wereinflicted on Catholic parentswho attempted to procure Catholic education for their
children at home or abroad. Only Protestant schoolswere lawful and most of thesewere
prosalytising institutions. The Catholic population persistently refused to send their
childrento these schools.

The Hedge Schools emerged to fill
thevoid. Wandering Catholic school
masters, often with a price on their
heads, kept the lamp of learning
burning in Ireland. They conducted “==
classesinwretched hutsbuilt of sods  “&
intheditches; they had neither door,




nor window nor chimney. To quote one
writer “ They were fully attended in
summer, half empty in spring and
harvest; they were utterly deserted in
winter.”

Early Formation

Daniel Delany’searliest education took
placeinahedge school in Briosclagh near
hishome. When MrsDéeany receivedthe
offer of amore secure education for her son, she sent Daniel tolivein Mountrath with her
two sisters—the Misses Fitzpatrick who had ashop in the town. One of hisauntswasa
fairly well-educated woman and she took charge of Daniel’s education and taught him
everything sheknew.

The Delany and Fitzpatrick families were highly respected amongst their Protestant
neighbours. It would seem that one branch of the Fitzpatrick family was Protestant. It was
ayoung Protestant boy who gave Daniel hisfirst Latin grammar and secretly gave him
somelessonsin Latin. It wasthe beginning of aclassical education.

We have the well-known
anecdote about Daniel and “the beggar
man” hemet inthetown. Themanwashungry
and miserable and begged Daniel for food so
Daniel took him hometo hisauntswho weren'’t
too pleased with hisvisitor. Daniel pleaded
for food. Theaunt relented and gave

the man agood meal.

Thestory goesonto say that when he had finished the
meal, he gave thanks to God and then crossing the
floor placed his hands on Daniel’s head and
proclaimed, “ Thishead will one day wear a mitre.”
Thetwo auntslost notimeintelling Mrs Delany what theman had said! Even at an early
age we can seetraitsand qualitiesin Danidl that he wasto portray during his later life.
Many yearslay between the prophecy of that poor man and itsfulfilment.
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The pastor of Mountrath at that timewas Fr DenisLaor. Helived in disguise, inamud-
hut, in abog nearby. Heinstructed Daniel inthefaith. Theonly place of Catholic worship
inthetown wasasmall roughly thatched house, built on asand-bank by the White Horse,
atributary of theriver Nore. Thisiscloseto the present day parish church in Mountrath.

It wasinthat little chapel on the sand-bank that Danidl received hisFirst Holy Communion
when he was about ten years old. We aretold in the annal sthat he used to open and lock
the chapel, help whenit got flooded and prepare the tablefor Sunday Mass. Hewould also
gather other boys of hisown age, and teach them hymns. In 1763, at the age of sixteen,
Daniel Delany decided hewanted to be apriest. With the hel p of agood Protestant friend
he was smuggled out of the country to a college in Paris to begin his studies for the
priesthood. (One could say hewas not too unlike many of the asylum seekerswho come
to our shorestoday seeking safety and abetter life).

Education for thePriesthood in Paris

Weknow very littleabout histimein
Paris. The records in most of the @™
colleges were destroyed during the pHa®
French Revolution. Hewasordained, ||
probably at the end of 1770.

Centre Cultural Irlandais, Paris,
formerly Collége desL ombardswhere

Danidl Delany studied

Weknow heremai ned attached to theteaching
staff of one of the great Collegesin Parisfor
about seven yearsand tradition associateshim
with &St Omer.

; _
. H jlnp i ”ut] i m] S Omer’s College
T D T T

JamesWarrenDoyle(JK.L.),* whowaslater
to become Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin, was personally acquainted with Daniel and
tellsusthat Daniel showed “ evidence of rare endowments and brilliant talents” while
studying and lecturingin Paris.

* Dr Doyle adopted theinitials JK.L. - James, Bishop of Kildareand Leighlin
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When Danidl heard that the Penal Laws had relaxed somewhat he decided to return to
Ireland, but he camein disguise. One can only imaginethejoy inthe Delany and Fitzpatrick
households. They hadn’t seen him for fourteen years. Fear probably tempered their joy as
priestswere still outlawed.

Danid returnstoan Ireland of poverty and illiteracy

Early Brigidinewritingstell usthat Daniel was shocked at the conditionsthat ill prevailed
in [reland. Destitution, violence, lawlessness and crime were rampant throughout the
country. Therewaswidespread agrarian unrest asmillions of landless poor struggled for
therightsand privilegesof practical ownership.

Thelittle sand-bank chapel in Mountrath stood in stark contrast to the splendour of Parisian
church buildings and the solemnity of church devotions. Daniel had lft Ireland at an early
ageand had developedinto “adignified and cultured ecclesiastic.” Hereturnedto Ireland
asaman of charm and good company. Hewasabrilliant conversationalist with abaroque-
styleof letter-writing. The culture shock, on hisreturnto Ireland, was amost too much
for Daniel. Hewould havereturned to France almost immediately had it not beenfor his
mother’spleading withhimto stay in Ireland, at least while shewas il alive. Hismother
lived for four yearsafter her son’sreturn.

Daniel remained in Mountrath for a few months after his homecoming. He was then
appointed as curate to Tullow at the end of 1777. The Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin,
Bishop Keefe, resided in Tullow at that time.

Thesocia and political conditionsthat prevailed in Tullow were harsh and intimidating.
Crime, violenceand viceflourishedin
% Tullow and surrounding areas.
. Excessivedrinking and faction-fighting
1 were commonplace occurrences. The
Whiteboys* were active in Tullow.
Tullow was also afocal point for the
Bible Societies. It wasadeeply sectarian
town. The spirits of the people were
broken and they were reduced to
hope essnessand helplessness. Few had
evenavestige of education.

* Whiteboyswere membersof small illegal, largely Catholic, peasant bandsin 18th century Ireland.
First organized in 1759 in protest against the large-scale enclosure of common lands and other
causes of agrarian distress, they were so called because on their nocturnal raids they often wore

white disguises.



Theyoungpriest confrontsthesocial illsof theday

Danid Delany, at theage of 30, roseto the challengethat confronted him. Hetried sermons
and house-to-house visitation. He enlisted the hel p of thewivesand mothersintryingto
remedy someof the depl orablebehaviour inthe parish. Hedidn't
meet with much success, so turned his attention to the youth.
He gathered some children and started achoir, teaching themto
sing at Massand at Vespers. From hymn singing he progressed
to prayer and religiousinstruction. Hetaught the more gifted to
play thewhistleand flute and started an amateur band. Heinitiated
catechetical classesfor first communicants and those preparing
for confirmation. Music and singing attracted both children and
adultsto the chapel. The numbersfor instruction grew and the
beginningsof aSunday School system took shapein the ramshackle parish church behind
Mill Street. Astheyouth |earned to sing and read, they acquired anew sense of dignity and
classeswereformed. The numbersincreased so much that Daniel Delany had to enlist the
help of young women and men whom hetrained with great care. Beforelong, studentsof
all ages, both singleand married, were attending Sunday school. The parish of Tullow was
dowly being transformed.

It’sinteresting to read an account of what happened inthe Sunday Schools. “ Atanearly
hour every Sunday crowds would make their way to the parish chapel. At a given
signal they knelt and sang ‘O Salutaris Hostia', and then “Veni Creator’ for light and
grace. Sanding, they sang the hymn of the season (in English) and thiswasfollowed by
morning prayer which all recited together. A reflection from Challoner’s Meditation
followed for anhour. Instruction in classesfollowed until noon when Masswas offered.
At 2.00 p.m. classes were resumed and at 4.00 p.m. all sang Vlespers together before
returning home.”

Journey from Priest to Bishop

Daniel Delany was curatefor only six yearswhen he was appointed coadj utor to Bishop
Keefein 1783. The ageing bishop wastrying to secure aleaseto build adiocesan College
in Carlow and hewas successful in 1786. Bishop Keefe urged Rometo give him Daniel
Delany as his assistant. In hisletter to Rome he mentions Daniel’s* blameless lifeand
pastoral vigilance” and statesthat “ he preached to great effect and with such distinction
that even Protestants have flocked to hear him...he is humbly pious and adorned with
all the virtues which the Apostle requiresin a bishop.”

Oneof Danidl Delany’sfirst actsas coadjutor bishop wasto establish the Confraternity of
the Blessed Sacrament in Tullow in 1783. Devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, which he
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had imbibed in France, wastheruling passion of Dani€l’slife. He saw the Confraternity as
ameansof spiritual formation. In 1784 he surprised everyone, and shocked many, when

e o he announced a public procession
through the town of Tullow on the
feast of Corpus Christi. No such
display of “Popery” had been seenin
Tullow for at least acentury. Hundreds
flocked from all over the country to
the procession. Other processions
gradually became widespread
throughout the diocese.

He aso took a decision to ring the
Angelus Bell which had been silent for over a century. This caused consternation. The
aged Bishop K eefe wasto exclaim on many occasions What! Thisyoung hothead will
get us all into trouble.”

Pastor al Plan for hisDiocese

Daniel Delany established the Confraternity of Christian Doctrinein 1785. Theseactsall
depict Daniel Delany’scourageand zeal. Bishop Keefediedin 1787 just asthe building
of Carlow Collegebegan. Bishop Delany had the respons bility of administering adiocese
of 43 parishesand attending to Carlow College. Heiscredited as co-founder with Bishop
Keefeof thefirst third-level Catholic CollegeinIreland. Carlow Collegewasoriginally
intended for the education of BCOREBE T W TN S pe—

Cathaolic lay men, but with
the advent of the French
Revolution it was used as a
seminary.

Right: Carlow College

Meanwhile Daniel Delany
introduced systematic
Sunday School catechesisto
the diocese of Kildare and
L eighlin. He needed to organise and train hel persand volunteersto assist him. He began
to train catechists from both Confraternities. He had First Communion schools,
Confirmation schools, Reading schools and also started a circulating library. As time
went on, the Sunday instruction was extended to weekday's, to evening schools, and even
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homeinstruction. He had an academy of learning in operationin Tullow. Thedilemmafor
him and the crux of the system wasto provide the number and the quality of teachershe
needed, especidly if hewereto extend Sunday School to different areas of the diocese.
The system wasvoluntary, thework unpaid and the dutiesfar from light.

Daniel Delany was to lament in later years that though he had personally trained “an
amost infinite number,” somemarried, othersdied or | eft the parish, and many fell away.

Daniel Delany aso saw the urgent need for secular as well as religious education. We
know that in 1788, the year he was appointed bishop, he visited the South Presentation
Convent in Cork with the purpose of inviting Nano Nagl€' s Presentation Sistersto Tullow.
Thereweretwo difficulties. Nano Nagledidn't have sistersto spare and secondly, Dani€l
Delany wanted education for the rich and poor in his parish. He a so envisaged both day
and boarding schools. The Presentation apostolate wasexclusively for the children of the

poor.
Repeal of the Penal Laws

That visit may have sown new seedsin Daniel Delany’s mind. Many of the Penal Laws
wererepealed inthelast decade of the 18th Century. Catholicswere permitted to bequesth
and inherit lands and to open schools. Daniel’s vision of providing secular as well as
religious education for his people, “rich and poor alike,” impelled him to explore other
possibilities.

Asaways, hefound theanswer to hisdifficultiesin prayer beforethe Blessed Sacrament.

Photo of Daniel Delany’s
monstrance, now on display
in the Delany museum,
Tullow.
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K The only way forward was to establish Religious Congregations that \
would meet the spiritual and educational needs of hispeople. It took almost
nineteen years (1788-1807) of struggle and patience before he could realise
thisdream.

- /

Therebdlion of 1798 and itsaftermath brought huge turmoil and destruction initswake.
Brigidinetradition holdsthat Fr John Murphy* visited Bishop Delany ontheeveof his

capture.

Bishop Delany had to endure endlessdifficultiesin acquiring Sitesand leasesin perpetuity
from Protestant landlords. Hetook arisk in Tullow and went ahead with plansto build a
church and convent on the promise of alease. Despiteall the obstaclesand difficultiesin
hispathway over those nineteen years, Daniel Delany steadfastly kept hisdream alive.

The time, however, came to realise his dream. The ground was prepared, the soil was
ready. It wastimeto sow theacorn.

* Fr John Murphy was one of the leaders of the Irish Rebellion of 1798 and was
executed by British soldiers. His statue stands in the Tullow market square.
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Tullow in 1910

Tullow Square

Brigidine
Convent

ﬂx.
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Celebrating the Brigidine Sory
Chapter 2. Sowing the Acorn

And the story continues...

Theyear was1807. It wasLaFheileBride, St Brigid' sDay.

After along penal winter signs of new life
emerged in the Irish church. Six women
gathered in Tullow inresponseto aninvitation
from Bishop Delany to establish the Sisters
of St Brigid. They were Eleanor Tallon,
Bridget Brien, Judith Whelan, Margaret
Kinsella, Eleanor Dawson and Catherine
Doyle.

Tableau of thefirst six sisters. Narrator : RitaMinehan

These six women were well known to each
other; all were natives of Tullow and the
surrounding parisnesof Ardattin and Clonmore. They were membersof both confraternities
and weretrained as catechistsby Daniel in his Sunday Schools. These women had taken
permanent vowsof chastity someyearsbefore 1807. They ranged in agefrom twenty-five
to forty-eight. Daniel Delany was waiting to greet them that morning and to welcome
them to the simple house he had prepared for them. He blessed the house, celebrated
Mass, gave Benediction and thenwithdrew. They had spent dmost thewhol e of the preceding
day and night in prayer.

K Bishop Delany chose St Brigid asthe patroness \
of the congregation, thereby linking it to the spiritual
heritage of St Brigid, Patronessof Ireland. Heinsisted
that hewas not founding anew congregation but rather
re-founding the Order of St. Brigid of Kildarewhich
had existed in Ireland from the fifth to the sixteenth
century when the monasterieswere suppressed.

(& )
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/ Take a moment to ponder and \
Imaginewhat it might have been likefor
thosesx womenonthat first day: fedings
of loneliness and sadness at leaving
family andfriends; fedingsof anxiety and
fear; asense of newness and expectancy
a wheat lay ahead; they had norolemodels;
they had never met a nun. They were
leaving homeand yet not leaving Tullow.
There must have been a huge sense of
mystery and wonder about it all. /

Daniel Delany returned to the Sistersthat afternoon and gave them guidelines. He asked
them:

Toperform all their actionsfor theloveof God
Tolivetogether sounited asto haveoneheart and onesoul in God.

Tobegin everyday with thesameear nestnessin God’sserviceasthey had
onthat first day.

He cautioned againgt doth, performing dutiesthrough routine and any undercurrent group
spirit asasource of discord.

He named Eleanor Tallon as superior and gavethem religious names (notice the names of
the great women of the Church: Catherine of Siena, Teresa of Avila, Clare of Assis,
Brigid of Kildareand the only man, Francesde Sales) Thereisastory of Judith asking for
thename*“Rose” but hegave her Brigid instead. Was hetesting her resolve and spirit even
onthat first day?

He gavethem acopy of therule of &t Augustine and the Directory of theVisitation Order
written by Francisde Sales. He emphasi sed that love wasto be the motivating factor for
every action: “ Without loveitisall labour invain. Do everythingina spirit of love and
you will not arriveat journey's end with empty hands.” He continually quoted fromthe
lettersof St Johnin hisearly writings. Hea so had hisown hand-writtenrule, based onthe
rule of . Augustine. Thetitle pagereads. Sstersof S. Brigid, Virgin, Abbessof Kildare,
Patronessof Ireland. Therulewas quite austere. The Sistersfollowed an horarium that
was not for thefaint-hearted - rising at 5.00 am, and to bed by 10.00 pm.
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Theearly daysof thispioneer group of six must have been painful and challenging. Within
one month the group was reduced to four. Daniel Delany advised Eleanor Tallon, whom
he had appointed as superior, to return to her home. He also asked Margaret Kinsellato
return to her family. He believed that they weretoo attached to their familiesto be ableto
live Religious Life. What ashock that must have been for thelittle group. It wastruly a
fragile beginning. He then appointed Eleanor Dawson, the youngest, as superior.

Yet amidst thisturmoil in their lives, the records tell us that they opened a day school
amost immediately. These classes, for want of school rooms, were held in the parish
church. Therich and poor children of the parish flocked to the school to gain education.

During those early days Daniel Delany brought an oak-sapling from Kildareand planted it
inthe convent groundsin Tullow. When hereceived theleasefor the convent ground there
wasaclauseinserted stating that no tree-planting should take place without thelandlord’s
permission. The Brigidine Annals record that on the day Bishop Delany and the Sisters
gathered to plant the oak from Kildare, the landlord walked into the convent grounds
unannounced. “What! Plantingtrees, Sir!” heexclaimed. “With your permisson” answered
the Bishop, and then added smilingly, “We have presumed thepermission.” TheAnnalsgo

on to say that the landlord then
#l exited asunceremonioudy ashehad
entered and nothing morewasheard
about the matter.

sea  Thelittleoak-sapling
took root in Tullow and out
of it grew and flourished
thefar spreadingtreeof the
Brigidine Congregation.

July 1807 must haveraised the spiritsand hearts of theremaining four Sisters. Margaret
Kinsellareturned to re-join the group within five months of her departure and brought
three postulantswith her. Two of the postulantsdid not persevereowingtoill health and
thethird wasaMary Fitzpatrick from Maryborough/Portlaoise. She was nineteen years
old, bright, promising and gifted. Shewasto becomein Margaret Mary Dunne’ swords*“a
pillar of theinstitute.”

Onevery interesting feature about the setting up of the Tullow community wastheinfluence
of Judith Wogan-Browne on the life of the Brigidine Congregation. She came from a
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privileged family background, living in the mansion of Castlebrowne, standing on the
estate of ClongowesWood. Judith was educated with the Benedictinesin Ypreswhere
she had two aunts in the community. When she returned to Ireland in the 1780s she
contacted Daniel Delany. Shewanted to live*auseful and purposeful lifeaway fromthe
socid lifein Castlebrowne.” Judith decidedtolivein Tullow so asto be under the guidance
of Bishop Delany, her spiritual director and friend. Shewasinstrumental in getting the
leasefor the Tullow church and convent through her contact with MrsDoyne, thewife of
thelocal landlord.

Bishop Delany invited her to trainthe early Brigidinesin religiousand secular education.
Shetaught the Sisters not just

the basics of literacy; astime ™ "8 < s}
passed she also introduced :
them to European languages. |
Her tuition extended to music
and needlecraft as well as §& 88
courtesy and etiquette. Inthe =
early stages she despaired of fg
teaching them anything inthe %,
areaof secular subjects.

— uk

Judith Wogan-Browne's
tapestry, now hanging in the
Delany Museum Tullow

Onvoicing her despair to Bishop Delany shegot thisvery interesting and curt reply. “ You
enjoyed the advantages of an education that these women never got. If they had themat
your age they might have profited as much or more. Take them quietly, little by little.
Rome was not built in a day.” MissBrowne, we are told, “resumed her task and never
complained again.”

Judithwasfamiliar with convent lifeand disciplinefrom her daysin Belgium. Sowehad
aBelgianflair to our Brigidine beginnings. Judith never became asister, but sheplayed an
extraordinary rolein Brigidine history: she presided over community meetingsand chapter
of faultsinthe absence of the bishop. More about Judith later.

Therewasalso avery strong French influence on our beginnings. Danid, whilein France,
imbibed the spirituality of the timewhich wasdevotional in nature. Hewasin France at
thetimewhen Jansenism, asamovement, wasstrong. Thereisno doubt that itsemphasis
ontheevil of thehuman body and on self-denial influenced thethinking of Daniel Delany.
Thiswasevident intheearly Ruleand itsascetical approach. Margaret Mary Dunnehasa
telling sentence in Gleanings. “ The Ssters persevered with great edification in this
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austere and ascetical life which certainly included amongst other penances the use of
the hair shirt and discipline.”

Daniel Delany’ sascetical tendenciesweretempered by hisdevotionto S Francisde Sales
which emphasised the joy of Christian existence, a gentler approach. Daniel certainly
watched caringly over thefounding sistersintheir early years. Hishumour and humanity
camethrough in an anecdote which told about apious lady who approached him about a
serious matter. She had been visiting friendswhosewindowsgaveaview of the Sstersat
recreation. The ladies were shocked by the levity of the novices. Worse still the ol der
Sistershad done nothing to prevent such behaviour. The Bishop asked if they had jumped
over thewall. Surprised, shereplied that thewall wastoo high for that to happen. “ W&ll,”
said Danidl, “ if at any time you seethemjump over thewall pleaselet me know, because
that would be against their rule, and | could not allow it but until they jump the wall do
not mindthem.” Therewere no further complaintsfrom thelady.

Bishop Delany redised another dream on the second of February

1808 when he established his second religious congregation,
the Brothersof St Patrick, the Patricians, to meet theneedsof 22 T el
educationfor boys. E

The Sisterssuffered hugelossinther early years. Brigid Brien .;»-é
diedin 1808 from a“tediousillness.” That must have caused :
much suffering to thelittle group. Brigid begged her mother to
allow her sister Mary tojoin the group. Mary joined later and
lived until 1849.

1808 brought three postul antsto the group, aCatherine Neill from Tullow and two Delany
sisters, Kateand Brigid from Ballyfin, Co Laois.

Seeing the community grow in numbers, Daniel undertook to build an extensionforty feet
long to the little house. The Patrician Brothers and locals built it and completed it in
1812. The oak-sapling was getting sturdier.

1809 wasagreat year for postulants - eight new postulants! Daniel Delany established his
second Brigidinefoundation in Mountrath on the e ghteenth of April 1809, the Feast of &
Lazerian. Years before, in 1792, asin Tullow, he had established Sunday Schools in
Mountrath and had sent catechists from Tullow to conduct the schools. Mary Dawson,
sister of Eleanor Dawson, led the group. Shewas an exceptional woman by all accounts.
Mary died within ashort time and the catechists had to bewithdrawn. Daniel Delany had
dreamt of religious foundations in Tullow and in Mountrath, where Orangeism was
rampant, at much earlier datesthan 1807and 1809. Some historians contend that he also
had aBrigidinerevival in mind for Clonegal inthelate 1790s.
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K The foundation in Mountrath \
had towait until 1809. That year saw
the maiden flight of the Brigidine
Sisters. Helooked to hispioneersfor
hisnew foundation. Eleanor Dawson
wassuperior in Tullow. Brigid Brien
diedin 1808. Judithwasvery ill. He
sent Margaret and Catherine, the
remaining pioneers, and also Mary

Fitzpatrick to Mountrath.,

Fl
Fﬂ"‘h"ﬂi."l" LR

One can only imagine the
historic take-off from the
convent grounds, the tears
tempered with excitement
and loneliness. It took a
horseand dray (cart) agood
elght hoursto cover theforty
odd miles from Tullow to
Mountrath. |1 can vividly
remember thereligion class
in Mountrath when Mother Oliver McNally told us about that journey. Shetold usthey
came on a palliasse (afeathered mattress). A number of usthought it was some kind of
friendly assl The mattressmust have softened the bumpsa ong theroads. Traditionrecords
aheavy fal of snow and the sisters shivering with the cold.

However, from the annalswe hear that they recelved awonderful welcometo a“blazing
fire, hot dinner and were received with great kindness by the people.” They wereamazed
to find Daniel thereto greet them; hewas on visitation of the diocese. He had warned Fr
Duane PPto havetheir little house“well-aired” and partly fitted for them. He cel ebrated
Mass, gave Benediction and al so presented the same guidelinesto the Sisters as he had
given in Tullow. He appointed Margaret Kinsella as superior and Mary Fitzpatrick as
Novice Migtress. He stayed in Mountrath for three weeks and made provision for aschool
building. Daniel was constantly interchanging Sisters between Tullow and Mountrath as
he wished them to have* one heart and soul in God.”

The Synod of Tullow alsotook placein 1809, attended by Archbishopsand twenty Bishops.
Judith Whelan died thefollowing year so withinthree yearstwo of the pioneer Sistershad
died, but theremaining Sistersdidn’t let thishugelossengulf them. Postulants continued
to come. Daniel Delany didn’'t make it too easy for new entrants. We are told that the
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Misses Lalor from Maryborough asked for admission to Tullow Novitiate. The Bishop
instructed Margaret Kinsella, superior in Mountrath, to givethem atruepictureof thelife
they would embrace. Hewroteto Margaret:

“How arethe MissesLalor? How do they go on? And what aretheir present resolutions
respecting their coming to Tullow? | request that you will take an opportunity of
informing themvery fully, between our selves, of every difficulty they will haveto encounter
in this project: the hard living, early rising, poor and gross fare, meat - and that often
not the best or most delicate - only twice a week; and no tea, save on extraordinary
occasions, the fasts and constant application to work and prayer, perfect obedience
and renunciation of their own will. Wbods (Brother Francis) tells me he is quite
persuaded from the plentiful and comfortable manner in which they live at home that
they could never put up with the kind of life practiced in our convent here.”

Brother Franciswasmistaken. Thetwo Lalors, Mary Anneand Brigid, grandnieces of Fr
Lalor, Mountrath, were to become leading members of the communitiesin Tullow and
Mountrath. Tradition holdsthat they walked to Tullow from Ballyfin.

The Bishop’s constant workload was taking itstoll on his health. Despite hisill health
JKL (Bishop Doyle) could still say of him in 1813, “ | have seldom seen a figure so
striking. | listened to him for about an hour, left him with regret, and did not cease to
think of himall the way home.”

Daniel’shousewasin need of repair and Eleanor invited himtoliveinthe Convent while
thework wasin progress. The community room was prepared for him and hewas provided
with his own bed and furniture. He moved into the convent about mid June 1813. He
celebrated Massin hisroom almost every day, and the priests of the diocesewere constantly
with him as he enquired about the affairs of the diocese. In December 1813, he ordained
Brother Clancy, aPatrician Brother, in the convent community room and he becamechaplain
to both nunsand brothers.

Daniel Delany feared hewould be unableto carry the monstrancein the procession onthe
feast of Corpus Christi in 1814. Hedid so, but from then onwards he grew rapidly weaker.
Hewasvisited by the Bishops of Cork and Ossory, and theclergy wereat hisbedside night
and day. He sent to Mountrath for Mary Fitzpatrick. Ontheevening of theeight July he
wasvisited by hisfriend Dr Troy, Archbishop of Dublin.

/ Mary Fitzpatrick, seeing a great change in him, asked for his \

blessing. He blessed her in the most solemn manner; sheasked for words

of consolation for her community and he said “ Tell them fromme to
love and serve God and to live together in peace and charity.”
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All the Sgtersand Brotherspresent asked
for his blessing. He blessed them and
said “Walk in the path | pointed out to
you” and added, “ | placeyou all under
the protection of Almighty God.”

Theclergy, some of the parishionersand
MissBrowneasked for hisblessing; his
struggle between life and death
continued until 2.00am. Hedied camly
as Mass was being celebrated in his
room. Itwas9th July 1814, the67th year
of hisageand the 31st of hisepiscopate.
Afterwards, all withdrew except the

‘2
’7 _/
77

sisters, who wereleft to sharetheir feeingstogether. Their grief wasgreat. They had | ost
their spiritual father at such an early stage of their formation and growth asareligious

group.

extract from Bishop Doyle (JKL):

unceasing.”

(&

f Many tributeswere paid to Bishop Daniel Delany. Thefollowingisan \

“He rendered virtue attractive and vice abhorrent. This bishop laboured
unceasingly to rebuild chapels, to increase the number of clergy, to promote
instruction by means of schools, confraternities and the circulation of useful
books. He built and endowed two convents of nunsand laid the foundations of
two monasteries of men, which he partialy endowed. His labours were

)

Ten years after Daniel Delany’s death more than eleven hundred people were receiving
instruction from one hundred and twenty nineteachersin Tullow parish every Sunday.

(Confirmed by the Commisssioners of Education Inquiry in 1824)
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Celebrating the Brigidine Sory
Chapter 3.  Nurturing the Roots

And the story continues...

The Sisterswere suddenly on their own within eight years of their foundation. In those
early yearsthey barely had the necessities of life asthey eked out asurvival existence,
principally by thework of their hands. Lifearound theminthe mud cabinswasalso very
primitive. The Sistersshowed atrue pioneering spirit infacing the cha lengesthat confronted
them.

Withinayear of Danidl Delany’sdeath, the S stersagreed
totakechargeof orphansfrom Dublin. Theorphanswere
sent to Tullow where they lived with families on a
‘boarded out’ system. For a period of 30 years these
children were a Brigidine concern. When Margaret
Aylward made care of orphans her apostolate, the
Brigidines allowed her to use their distinctive design
including St. Brigid and children.

A S Mary Anne Lalor (one of the Misses Lalors) was
appoi nted superlor in TuI I ow in 1818 and, apart from abrief iliness, shewas superior for
twenty-two years. She handed over the Brigidinetraditionintact. “Beingaliving link with
thefounder for morethan three generations, in her was preserved the spirit of theingtitute.”

Pupilsin Tullow continued to grow in numbers. The early Sistersonly had amodicum of
education and it took them yearsto overcometheir illiteracy. Under Mary Anne’scapable
management, the school sflourished and many educational advanceswere made. Shewent
to the Presentation Convent in Carlow to become acquainted with the L ancastrian system
of education and then set it in motionin Tullow.

As the numbers of pupilsincreased they began a new school building in 1824, atwo-
storey building at acost of £600. Mary Anneand the sisters started abutton industry with
the pupils; the covering of button mouldswould help defray the cost of the building. In
1826 aone they raised the princely sum of £61. The Sisters took a decision in the late
1820s to open a boarding school in Tullow when their new school building would be
complete. JKL who was then bishop, would only sanction the decision if Judith Wogan
Browne was agreeable to it. Judith refused to allow the Sisters to proceed. The Sisters
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persisted over many years and one of
the last acts of Mary Anne's
administration wasthe establishment of
a boarding school in Tullow in 1837.
Onewasalso established in Mountrath
thesameyear.

These boarding schools, with the
exception of afew in Cork and Galway,
had the unique privilege of being the

firgt of their kind established in Ireland since
the Pena Days. Pupilsflocked fromal parts
to these schools, with the result that
considerable additions had to be made to
both schools. Boarding Schools continued
to play a significant role throughout the
Brigidine Congregation even when the
Congregation spread to new lands.

Tullow 1910

The Sisterswere faced with ahuge dilemmain 1826. JKL was anxiousto havethe Rule
approved in Rome and he considered it would be well to graft it to the Presentation
Congtitutions. At the sametime, he gavethe Sisterstheir first religious habit. Instead of
givingthe Sistersadigtinctivedress, asBrigidines, hegavethem thedressof the Presentation
Sisters which must have caused great distress. The Sisters accepted the habit, but they
respectfully objected to the Bishop’sintentionsregarding the Presentation Constitutions,
It wasfortunatethat Mary Annein Tullow and Mary Fitzpatrick in Mountrath, two strong
and gifted women, were at the helm. They knew the Founder’swisheswith regard to the
Rulehe gavethem. Thiswasadefining timeintermsof consolidating Brigidine I dentity.

TheBrigidineswereblessed to receive many gifted educationalistsas postulants. Catherine
McAuliffe, a Cork woman, entered in 1828 at the age of thirty seven. Her arrival was
hailed as*“the gift of an educated lady of matureyears.” Her interest in educationandin
the schools was unremitting. She succeeded Mary Anne as superior in Tullow and
communi cated constantly with Mary Fitzpatrick in Mountrath. Her |etterswere cheerful
and witty and well worth aread. She ensured that the letter of thelaw didn’t quenchits
spirit and made a major contribution to the Congregation in the work and
energy she put into therevision of the Constitutions before they were presented to Rome
for approval. It would seem that she was still advocating for the rights and status of an
independent and self-governed Brigidine Congregation aslate asthe 1840s.
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Catherine Bunny (nee McEvoy), awidow, joinedin 1849. Shewasasplendid performer,
playing the organ, piano and harp. She established and maintained a high standard of
education in themusi c department of Tullow Convent School. Many musical compositions
wereto her credit. Ontheliterary sideshetrandated into Englisn entire booksfrom French
spiritual writers. Thesetreasured manuscriptsstill exist.

Aloysius Byrne had aspecia aptitudefor languages. She made astudy of French, Italian,
Latin and Irish, al of which she taught in the boarding school. German was on the
curriculum from the 1850s onwards. Here were extremely talented and gifted women
who would never have had accessto athird level institution.

The Ssters, wearetold, earned such areputation for their system of religious and secular
education asattracted agreat influx of young ladiesfromadl partsof Ireland. Itisinteresting
to notethat the Sisterswerereferredto as“Miss.”

Meanwhile, the Sistersin Mountrath showed a courageous and risk-taking spirit in those
early yearsfollowing Daniel Delany’sdeath. Mary Fitzpatrick (Joseph) wastheonly one
of the three pioneerswho continued to live her entirereligiouslifein Mountrath, first as
Mistressof Novicesin 1809 and then assuperior. Shewasrelieved from officefor ashort
time by Eleanor Dawson. Therewasaconstant flow of correspondence between Daniel
and Mary. Two letters were discovered in the Diocesan archives in the 1990s. These
|ettersshow that Daniel wasvery much at easeintheart of spiritua direction. TheBrigidine
|etter-file between Danidl and Mary wasgiven onloanto Cardina Moran of Sydney at his
request. To date it has not been returned and there is no record of such in the Sydney
diocesan archives.

In 1823 the parish priest of Roscrea, Fr James O’ Shaughnessy, went to Mountrath and
persuaded the sistersto establish aBrigidine community in Roscrea. Two professed nuns
and anovicefrom Mountrath went to Roscreato found thefirst convent for women inthe
Killal oe diocese sincethe Reformation. They conducted schoolsin thetown. Anamazing
story followed. They existed asaBrigidine Community for nineteen yearsand recelved a
number of postulantsincluding Bishop Kennedy’sniece. Their story had bothasad and a
happy ending. Thislittlegroup of sixteen wasinstrumental in bringing the Society of the
Sacred Heart to Ireland, to Roscrea, in 1842. There is no reference to Roscrea in the
Mountrath Annals. Written on the margins of the profession book are the words “two
Sistersexpelled by Bishop (JKL) for insubordination.”

It wasonly in 1997, in amanuscript found in Saffron Wal den Parish among the papers of
Fr Dobson, Roscrea, that it was discovered that the two Delany sisters (Kate and Brigid
from Ballyfin) went to Roscrea and were dismissed by Dr. Doylefor insubordinationin
1823. Thiscost the community much heartache asevidencedin lettersfrom the Bishop to
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Mary Fitzpatrick. It’sinteresting that JKL disbanded the Clonegal group in 1824. What
wasgoing on? Werethey just being brought back into line! What might yet be discovered?

A priest from the Cashd diocese, who hasedited ahistory of the parish of Cashd, informs
usof another attempted foundation in our Brigidine history:

In 1825-26, Dean Ryan petitioned Archbishop Laffan for a religious
community to educate the poor girls of the town and district of Cashel. In
1826-27 a convent was built for the Brigidine Ssters. He had a fine three
storey building erected, the centre section of the present convent in Cashel.
He had al so secured the services of three ladiesto assist, whenever thesisters
should come. A community of Brigidine Ssters took up residence in 1827.
The sisterswere overwhelmed by the poverty of the people and after two
yearswithdrew.

Fromwhich housedid they goto Casnel? From Mountrath? Thereisno mention of this
inany of theannals.

Themissionary spirit of the Mountrath community was portrayed yet againin aheading
intheMountrath annalsin 1851 - “ Sistersleavefor America” Two Sisters, AngelaMcKey,
choir sister, and Mary Ann Foran, lay Sister, went toAmerica. They must havetaken agirl
named Mary Delany with them. Bishop Haly strictly forbade the superior in Mountrath to
givethemthehabit or rulebook whenleaving. Researchindicatesthat thesistersreceived
postulants, taught in afew different statesin the U.S. but had to disband eighteen years
|ater whentheir convent wasburnedtotheground.*  Itisknownthat two of thisBrigidine
group made an important educational contribution to the Benedictinesin Eriewhen they
joined that Order inthe 1860s. Mary Delany returned to Ireland as Sr. Brigid but Bishop
Lynch would not alow the Tullow community to give her residencein Tullow. Shedied
asaBrigidineandisburiedinaPresentation graveyard in Cork. Mary Fitzpatrick (Joseph)
lived through all this and witnessed the departure of the sisters to Kenosha, Wisconsin
IN1851. Shedied in 1853, aged sixty-four years.

Meanwhile, what was happening to Judith Wogan Browne?

Bishop Delany, in hiswill, entrusted Miss Brownewith total financial responsibility for
dispensing all of hisown estate. Her name preceded the Sisters* probably for reasons of
security.” Judith certainly held an anomalous position in Brigidine history, attending
community meetingsand presiding over chapter of faultsin the absence of the Bishop.

* Mary Teresa Cullen csb (US Region) is undertaking research in this area.
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Mary O’ Riordan contends that her position was anomalous in the history of all female
congregations. Despitetheinfluence shehad, shewasnever accorded thetitle of Foundress,
thiswas dueto acanonical connotation of theterm. Her authority didn’t lessen with the
passage of theyears. The power and authority vested in Judith \Wogan Brownewas upheld
by each succeeding Bishop. Judith made an invaluable contribution to our Brigidine
beginnings. However, “thereisno denying the drawbacks (especidly after Daniel Delany’s
death) of anon-member of the community making all thevital decisionsand having full
control of the purse-stringsto boot.” Lessthan seven years after Daniel Delany’sdeath,
Miss Browne's health deteriorated which necessitated her deeping in the convent.

The 1820s were turbulent years for her and she made a decision to sell her house in
Tullow and live in Ranelagh, Dublin. She lived there for twelve years and despite the
distance, she continued her financial administration on behalf of thesisters. Shewroteto
Bishop Haly in 1840 for permission to return to Tullow with aview to lodging in the
convent and therefectory wasallocated to her.

Shelived for eight years after her return to Tullow. Anne Doyle, “her lady in waiting,”
entered in Tullow in 1842. Judith died in 1848 at the age of 93 (some records suggest
98). Brigidinerecordsdescribe her as* asaintly and devout daughter of the church.”

Will there be other Judithswith usin the future?
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So to conclude the consolidation phase of our
congregation welook again briefly at our
foremothersin Brigidine history:

Eleanor Tallon |eft the founding sisters within one month
and did not return.
Brigid Brien died in 1808.
Judith Whelan died in 1810.
Margaret Kinsellawent to Mountrath as superior of the pioneer group.
Shediedin Tullow in 1835 at the age of 86.

Eleanor Dawson was superior in Tullow and later in Mountrath.

Shelived there until her death in 1841at the age of 64.
Thereisastory of her doing thelaundry for the‘gentry’ intheareain her later
years so she could gather money for a silver chalice.
Thischaliceisondisplay inthe Heritage Centrein Abbeyleix.
Catherine Doylewasthe only pioneer to witnessthe official
‘expansionary phase’ of the congregation.
Shedied in Mountrath at the age of 73.

These arethe women we have comefrom, our foremothersin
Brigidinehistory.

26



Celebrating the Brigidine Sory

Chapter 4. Branching out / Sprouting new acorns '

And the story continues...

The oak-sapling in Tullow continued to pushitsroots down deeper into the earth and the
day camewhenit wasready to givelifeto new branches.

It waslikewise with the Congregation. Having had space and timeto grow deeper into our
Brigidine charism and identity, we could then moveinto atime of new growth and new
Brigidinebranches.

The Congregation received provisiona approva from Romein 1845. Each community
was autonomous until amalgamation in 1889. Formal approval came in 1907. The
expansion of our congregation - some of the new shootsfromthe oak - wereto Abbeyleix
1842, Goresbridge 1858, Paulstown 1874 and Ballyroan 1877.

It would beimpossibleto mention all thefoundationsby name. Wereverenceall of them
andtheir sories, whether or not they aredtill in existence. The Brigidinetreekept expanding.
Thelast quarter of the nineteenth century wasamomentoustimein Brigidine history.

In 1883, Bishop Murray of Maitland, New South Wales, Australia, requested help from
the Brigidinesto conduct schoolsin hisdiocese. Thesistersin Mountrath werethefirst to
respond. The parish priest in Mountrath at that timewas Fr Phelan who had worked inthe
Maitland diocesefor someyears. He spoketo the community and advised them asto what
might lieahead. Sixteen sstersvolunteered for themissiontoAustraia. A brave group of
six missionariesleft home and country for Coonamblein 1883. They were John Synan,
Gertrude Banahan, De Sales Maher, Stanidlaus Hayden, Catherine Bergin and Ignatius
Fitzpatrick.

A letter, with a humorous tone, written to the Bishop by the superior in Mountrath has
been preserved:

My Lord, thank God our good old bishop has consented at last to let us

go to the* wedding.” And if it comes off after thereal old Irish style, by

the ball being opened in a barn, so much the better. | think one of those
likely to go has a brother preparing for your diocese, a member of an old
respected family, the Haydens of Bishop Lough, Kilkenny; a second likely
to be favoured isa Limerick lady (Miss Synan) and a third a Miss Banahan
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from Co Roscommon, a real Connaught Ranger ready to set about
clearing the bush for you if necessary. | don’t know who the fourth
will be and can only hope and pray. Those going will be capable
of teaching Englisn in its different branches, French, painting and
drawing, music and singing, plus plain and ornamental work and
So on.

Sheleft the bishop in no doubt that these missionarieswere atal ented and practical group
of women. The BrigidinearchivesinNSW hold atreasure- aplain old-fashioned exercise
book in which John Synan (one of the pioneers) kept arecord of part of the voyage to
Austrdlia. It touchesinto the huge depth of emotional pain and lonelinessof missionaries.
Her entriesportray the six asvery humanwomen. These are some snippetsfrom her diary:

“We came on board the Chimborazo at about 10
o' clock pm- never felt so lonely in all my life...
the bell rang at 2.00 amto warn visitorsto leave
the ship; it was then indeed my heart sank. Fr
Phelan wasn't able to speak to us he could not
conceal the tearsthat welled up in his eyes.. \We
went to our cabins and had a nice cry. We dined
at six and indeed mingled tearswith our dinner.”

The next day, April 20" " Up at 5.00 a.m. Notwithstanding that | thought we would
never smile again, we felt in much better spirits after breakfast. e went on deck and
when we thought the sal oon quite empty we went to practise on the piano. Inthe evening
when we got the coast clear we went up to the piano to amuse ourselves and to our
great surprise we had quite an
audience. When | think of how we
were able to sing a note and of the
desolation we were in the evening
before, it ssemsto menothing lessthan
amiracle.”

Further on she writes: “ We have
everything very nice except the tea,
which we cannot use at all. When we
are inclined to misery we remind each other of offering it up for the poor souls but &
Gertrudeis of the opinion that we have offered so much there couldn’t be anyone there
now! Sheisagreat wag.”
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Thegroup left Ireland on 19th April and arrived in Coonambleon 21st June. A number of
people had come out milesto meet them. The church bell wasringing amidst thergoicing.
Thelittle cottage was decorated and dinner ready. School opened on Sth July.

Right: June 2008 re-enactment of the
arrival of Brigidine Sisters in
Coonamble one hundred and twenty

five years on.

Thessershad very little spaceand used
their own living space as classrooms
each day.

The parish of Coonambile, at that time, wasgreater in areathan thewholeof Ireland. It's
Impossible for usto even try to imagine the difficulties and the challenges they faced.
They di d sowith courage and deep faith. The heat a oneisbeyond our perception. A past
student wrote, “ Such hard times ... difficulties
of every kind. The death of five nunsall in their
20s, within a few years of the foundation,
brought huge sorrow but did not overwhelm
them.”

Despite the hardships, the obstacles to be
overcome, the Sistersin Coonambl e put out anew shoot and sent Sistersto Coomawithin
four years of the Coonambl e foundation. The sapling of the Brigidine oak was secureon
Australian soil.

Meanwhilein 1886, the community in Tullow offered Sistersfor the second venturein
Australia. Four women set out for Echuca, Victoria. A welcome party of 500 people and
theMayor wasout to greet themon arrival. The Mayor’sdaughter AdaNolan presented
themwithflowers. Adalater becameaBrigidine, andthe Sstersd somet their first Victorian
postulant in M e bourneontheir way to Echuca. They
lost no timeinincreasing the Brigidinefamily!

Brigidine Convent Echuca &

Four Brigidine sisters from Abbeyleix set out for
Beechworth, Victoria, in 1886. One year later in
1887, Sisters from Goresbridge set out for [
Wangaratta, Victoria. A further year later acombined  pfaes
group from Goresbridge and Abbeyleix made a

foundationinArarat, Victoria. :
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Thiswasan extraordinary time of missionary movement in the Congregation. Thesudden
expansion to Australialeft skeleton teaching staffs on the homefront. Mountrath found
that it had to close its day school dueto lack of personnel. Goresbridge had to decide
between closing its boarding school or temporarily recalling its sisters from Paul stown.
They decided to recall the Sisters and this left Paulstown without Brigidines for thirty
years. Huge sacrificeswere madefor greater needselsewhere. Amalgamation of al the
Brigidinefoundationsin 1889 |eft M ountrath, Abbeyleix and Goresbridge bereft of novice
teachersasall went to Tullow for Novitiate.

The Sistersdidn’t just settlewhen they reached Australia. 1n 1898 agroup of six Sisters,
two from Coomaand four from Coonambl e crossed the Tasman Seato establish thefirst
New Zedand Brigidine Foundation at Masterton. A young Irish priest, Fr McKenna,
bound for the diocese of Wellington, New Zea and, had met the Brigidineson the ship that
carried thefirst sstersto Australiain 1883 and he was instrumental in inviting themto
New Zedand.

At the dawn of the 20th Century our Sisters had achieved, in a short span of years, a
network of day, boarding and parochia schoolsthroughout Victoria, NSW, Queensland,
Western Australia, New Zealand and, of course, Ireland.

The Brigidine charism continued to be sowninnew landsin the 21t Century asBrigidines
went to Denbigh, Wales, in 1939; to Windsor, England, in 1948 and to San Antonio,
Texas, in 1953.

Brigidines went to Hohola,
Papua New Guinea, in 1966.

1 _
The Brigidinetree kept expanding both within countries and between countries. It would
beimpossibleto mention al our foundationsand to sharetherichnessof their stories.

The Second Vatican Council in the 1960s was a watershed in the history of Religious
Life. Seismic changes followed in community and ministry. The law of enclosure no
longer obtained. Thedistinction between lay sister and choir sister wasremoved.

Opyportunitiesfor renewal and retraining presented themsealvesin post Vatican Two years.
Brigidineswho worked mainly in school-based and home-making ministriesresponded to
new and growing needs and began to diversify their ministries.
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The geographic spread of the Congregation continued when Brigidinesmoved to minister
In parishes, schools, hospital, prisons, retreat work and counselling, with indigenous
children and children with special needs. Brigidinesmoved from many of our single-sex
convent-run day and boarding schools to community schools and pastures new. Many
Brigidines moved from large convent-living situations into smaller houses, living in
housing estates alongside the people. The renewal of Religious Life led Brigidinesto
hear anew the cry of the poor in disadvantaged areas within their countries and in the
developing world. Some sisters from across the Congregation moved to minister for
specified periods, in new lands, in collaboration with other congregations —in Africa,
|celand, South America, Bangladesh, the Philippines, China.....

In 1983 the Congregation
began an international
Brigidine mission to extremely

poor areas of Mexico.

1983 also saw a new shoot develop in Kenya,
Africa

H&'\ .

our Sisters living in new

All this time we were being enriched by the experiences of
culturesand countriesin the devel oping world.

Some Brigidine foundations regrettably have had to close with the diminishment of
membership and discernment regarding priority of needs.

We are conscious that the “trace elements’ of our
Brigidine charism are | eft behind in those placeswhere
our Sisters have ministered. Who knows what might
happen again into the future? “What may not be for us,
may be because of us.”
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/ Astheoldform of Brigidine ReligiousLife continuesto dieaway weareleft \
with ‘theessence’ to carry usinto thefuture.

I’d liketo nameaflavour of theessenceas| seeit. It encapsulatesfirst and foremost:

Faithinaprovident God - very strong at our beginning and still with us

Aloveinour heartsthat isinclusive, hospitable, human, whichinformsour
relationshipsand our actions

A willingnessto dieto the old so that the new can be born; we have been asked to
do alot of letting go

Courageto takerisks; our story isfull of such risks

An opennessto explore new formsof membershipinafalow time.

Anecumenical spirit

A willingnessto stay together as Brigidines, to bond together for something
bigger and greater than ourselves

A sense of mission and aspirit of mission.

(& )

32



So here we in the early years of our third century. Our Brigidine Story is set within a
historical tradition that linksusto the spiritual heritage of Brigid of Kildare.

Whenwereflect on Daniel Delany’sheritage, we have much to proclaim and cel ebrate.

When | reflect on what has brought us to this moment I’ m reminded of that chant we
learned someyears ago: “Everything before us brought usto this moment, standing on
thethreshold of abrand new day.”

Daniel Delany’szeal and passion, and that of our own founding Sisters, continuesto bea
strong characteristic of the Congregation. Hefounded the Brigidine Congregation for the
education of children and adults. He liberated an oppressed people and released their
hidden potential which slowly brought about new lifeand new possibilities.

There has been agreat commitment to the education of youth at all levelsdown through
theyears. Since Vatican Two there has been anoticeabl e shift towardsworking with adults
in parishes, hospitalsand so forth. There hasbeen agrowthin Spirituality Centres, which
respond to the education of adults, acrossthe Congregation.

Our Congregational chaptersover the past twenty years have had astrong thrust for justice,
peace and care of the Earth. Livinginamoreglobaisingworld, thereisan evident openness
in the Congregation towards working with other Religious Congregations such as our
involvement in UNANIMA at United Nations
levdl. Wework in partnership with seventeen other
Congregations on the three issues of human
trafficking, the plight of the displaced personin
our world and the welfare of the planet. In the
Irish-UK provincewework with lay and religious
colleaguesat loca and nationa level, with groups
such asAssociates, Co-workers, Cairde Bhride,
Staffs, Ruhama, AFRI, CAFOD, Travellers,
Tallaght Intercultural Action, to name but afew.
The same is true of other parts of the
Congregation.

Brigidinesincreasingly support, with personnel and finance, projectsthat are congruent
with the vision, mission and ethos of the Congregation. This is just a flavour of the
essencewe carry with usinto thefuture. So aswelook at the horizon, it’sfromtheold to
the new; from heritage to horizon, from the acorn to the oak. The acorn was planted on
fertileground.
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Theoak, likethe congregation, isshowing signsof aging, needing to be pruned. But there
islifeintheold oak. It'sstill full of sap, still green. It'sstill sprouting acornsand giving
new life.

Aswelook at each other today, and at our Congregation, we can regjoice and celebrate.
Liketheoak, thereisalot of lifein ustoo. We' retill kindling flames of justice and peace.
We're still nurturing acornsthat hold dreamsof possibility. We' re still sowing seedsthat
further thereign of God —areign of love, compassion and justice for humanity and the
Earth.

K We acknowledge and celebrate our heritage at thistime, \
the horizon keeps beckoning us:

Every endingisapromise of hope...
We continue our journey towardsthe horizon.
“ Something that will not acknowledge conclusion

insiststhat weforever begin.”

Brendan Kennelly

& )

And the story continues...
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